
 

 

 

 

UKERC Research Fund: 
Third Call for Proposals 
 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2021 
 

 

 



 

Contents 

 

 

1. Summary ....................................................................................... 1 

2. Background .................................................................................. 1 

3. Management of the Research Fund ............................................ 2 

4. Scope of the call ........................................................................... 3 

5. Eligibility ....................................................................................... 6 

6. Expression of Interest Procedure ............................................... 6 

7. Evaluation Procedure ................................................................... 6 

8. Participation in UKERC ................................................................ 7 

9. Timeline ......................................................................................... 7 

10. Contact Details ............................................................................. 8 

 

 



 

1 
 

Summary         

 

The UK Energy Research Centre is issuing the third Call for Proposals under its £3m Research 

Fund. We are seeking proposals from universities or other institutions eligible to hold 

Research Council awards, in three topic areas: 

 

• Governance and decision-making: coordination across sectors and the role of 
different actors   

• Affordability and gas market volatility  

• Interaction with non-energy systems 
 

Projects are expected to start by the summer of 2022, and are usually expected to last up to 

20 months. The supported research will form an integral part of UKERC’s research 

programme.  

There will be a two-stage selection process for the call. Expressions of interest are invited by 

28th January 2022. Following evaluation, successful applicants will be invited to submit full 

proposals. These must be costed using standard Research Council Full Economic Costing 

(FEC) principles, and will be subject to full peer review. The closing date for full applications 

will be the 8th April 2022. Decisions can be expected by May 2022. 

 

If you have any queries please contact Ioanna Ketsopoulou (i.ketsopoulou@ukerc.ac.uk).  
 

Background 

  
The UK Energy Research Centre (UKERC) was established by the Research Councils in 2004.  
UKERC’s main aims are to: 
 

• Carry out world-class, interdisciplinary research into sustainable future energy systems 
from a whole systems perspective; 

• Act as a focal point of UK energy research and a gateway between the UK and the 
international energy research communities; and 

• Inform UK policy development and strategies of public, private and third sector 
organisations. 

 
UKERC is a distributed Centre operated by a consortium of ten core partners with its 
headquarters hosted by UCL. For more detailed information visit www.ukerc.ac.uk. 

http://www.ukerc.ac.uk/
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During UKERC’s current phase (2019-2024), part of our research funding will be allocated 
through a Flexible Fund. Under this arrangement, specific projects will be commissioned, on 
a competitive basis, from the wider research community. The aims of the Fund are:  
 

• To allow the research programme to develop flexibility in the light of new scientific 
insights or external developments;  

• To bring a wider range of researchers and disciplines into UKERC’s research programme, 
including researchers from outside the ‘traditional’ energy community; 

• To promote integration in the UKERC research programme, and to fill gaps where 
needed; 

• To build collaborations between the UKERC research community and other research 
communities – including other energy researchers, groups and centres; and 

• To scope and develop new research agendas in partnership with funders, the research 
community and other stakeholders. 

 
Details of the UKERC research programme can be found on the UKERC website. The Flexible 
Fund will support research that is an important part of the overall research programme, and 
will complement research projects that are already underway or planned by members of 
UKERC’s core consortium.  
 
The total value of the Flexible Fund allocated to new research is approximately £3m (valued 
at 80% FEC). Two calls for proposals were issued in 2020 and 2021. This is the final third call. 
We would expect individual research projects to run for up to 20 months. All Research Fund 
projects must be completed by the end of UKERC Phase 4 on 30th April 2024.  
 

Management of the Research Fund 

 
Each call for proposals is developed by UKERC HQ and overseen by the UKERC Research 
Committee, which is a sub-committee of UKERC’s strategic-level Advisory Board. Priorities 
have been identified through consultative activities, exploring potential topics with the 
wider UK energy research community. The Research Committee’s membership represents a 
range of disciplines and specialisms relevant to UKERC’s whole systems energy research 
remit. Members were selected through an open application process. 
 
The Research Committee is responsible for advising on Research Fund priorities, the scope 
of each call, shortlisting proposals and making final funding recommendations following 
independent peer review of full proposals. The Committee also advises UKERC on our 
overall strategy and the “fit” of successful research proposals to the overall UKERC Research 
Programme. Details about membership can be found on our website.  
 
 

http://www.ukerc.ac.uk/
http://www.ukerc.ac.uk/about-us/governance.html
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Scope of the call 

 
The call for proposals focuses on three topics: 
 

• Governance and decision-making: coordination across sectors and the role of 
different actors   

• Affordability and gas market volatility  

• Interaction with non-energy systems 
 

We anticipate that approximately £1 million will be distributed under this call. Our intention 
is to distribute the funds across the three broad topics. However, subject to peer review, we 
do not guarantee to fund a project under each topic. 
 
Details about each topic are set out below. Those wishing to bid should read the topic 
specifications carefully. UKERC’s own approach to research is interdisciplinary and whole 
systems. Successful bids may be rooted within one or more specific disciplines, provided 
they contribute appropriately to UKERC’s overall research programme. Interdisciplinary 
proposals are therefore strongly encouraged. However, methods and approaches are left to 
the discretion of the proposers. 
 

4.1 Governance and decision-making: 

coordination across sectors and the role of 

different actors   

 

We invite proposals that explore how governance and different types of decision making 

can support the transition to net zero. We encourage interdisciplinary proposals that 

explore issues of agency and process, in addition to the development of different 

technological options. 

 

Topics may include: 

• Coordinating the transition to net zero across different sectors, e.g. what is the 
potential merit in such an approach, which bodies may be responsible and how it 
may come into effect. 

• The changing roles of different actors, e.g. the role of citizens and their potential 
level of agency.  

• The geographical or ‘place-based’ implications of a coordinated cross-sectoral 
approach to decarbonisation. 
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• The links and synergies between different scales and levels of decision making in the 
transition to net zero, e.g. actor-level and system-level processes  

 

The proposed research should aim to complement and build links with the core UKERC 

research programme. Relevant themes and projects include: 

• Theme 1 ‘UK Energy in a global context’, which includes projects on the geopolitical 
economy of energy system transformation and the implications of Brexit on the UK’s 
energy and climate strategies. 

• Theme 2 ‘Local and regional energy systems’, which includes projects on devolution 
processes and the development of local and regional energy systems, the regulation 
of local energy systems, and the synergies between local, regional and national 
energy transitions. 

• Theme 3 ‘Energy, environment and landscapes’, which explores local decision-
making tools for the integration of social, economic and environmental objectives. 

• Theme 4 ‘Energy infrastructure transitions’, which explores governance models for 
different types of change. 

• Theme 5 ‘Energy for mobility’, which examines the governance of grid 
connectedness for microgeneration and EV charging. 

 

 

4.2 Affordability and gas market volatility  

 

We invite proposals on the role of government to deliver affordability and reduce exposure 

to gas prices volatility. While the UK is transitioning to net zero and gas demand is expected 

to fall in the long term, gas still plays a key role in the UK’s energy system. This leaves the UK 

vulnerable to any volatility in the global gas market.  

 

Topics may include:   

• The scope for government to take a strategic role to reduce price volatility compared 

to a market-based approach. 

• Affordability, fairness and public perception: how different policy mixes can affect 

the public’s support for the transition to net zero . 

• How the reduction of exposure to gas prices volatility fits with the Net Zero target by 

2050. 

 

The proposed research should aim to complement and build links build links to the core 

UKERC research programme. Relevant themes and projects include: 
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• Theme 1 ‘UK Energy in a global context’, which includes projects on the geopolitical 
economy of energy system transformation and the implications of Brexit on the UK’s 
energy and climate strategies. 

• Theme 2 ‘Local and regional energy systems’, which includes projects on devolution 
processes and the development of local and regional energy systems, the regulation 
of local energy systems, and the synergies between local, regional and national 
energy transitions. 

• Theme 4 ‘Energy infrastructure transitions’, which explores governance models for 
different types of change. 

 

 

4.3 Interaction with non-energy systems 

 

We invite proposals that explore the interactions of energy with other systems, specifically 

in the context of the energy, water and food nexus. We are particularly interested in issues 

relating to land use and the agricultural system.  

 

Topics may include: 

 

• Land use implications of increasing land based renewable energy.  

• Tensions and interdependencies between different types of land use, such as land 

for food production or environmental restoration and land for wind or solar energy 

developments.  

• Coordination of land use planning and infrastructure, e.g. in relation to offshore 

wind transmission infrastructure. 

 

We strongly encourage proposals that are interdisciplinary, and that adopt a whole systems 

perspective. The proposed research should aim to complement and build links build links to 

the core UKERC research programme, particularly Theme 3 ‘Energy, environment and 

landscapes’. We also encourage you to consider how your work will complement ongoing 

research outside UKERC, such as in the Supergen Bioenergy Hub. 
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Eligibility 

 
Expressions of Interest (EoIs) are invited from eligible UK researchers, i.e. applicants based 
in UK Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), Research Council Institutes and Centres, and 
Independent Research Organisations (IROs) approved by any of the Research Councils. 
Please refer to the UKRI website for details on Research Councils funding eligibility. 
Potential applicants should contact UKERC well in advance of the submission deadline if 
they have any queries concerning their eligibility. Organisations not eligible to receive 
Research Council funding directly (e.g. industry, government agencies, third sector 
organisations) may participate as project partners. 
 
Individuals may submit no more than one EoI as Principal Investigator plus one as Co-
investigator, or two as Co-Investigator, to this call.  
 
 

Expression of Interest Procedure 

 
An EoI should consist of no more than 2 pages, minimum font size 11, minimum margins 
2cm. It should be presented under four headings: 
 

• Aims and objectives  

• Fit with the research specification and UKERC’s overall Research Programme 

• Research methods and approaches (with justification) 

• Competences of the bidder and consortium members 
 

A separate single page sheet should list the individuals/groups participating in the EoI. 
 
EoIs should be sent via email to Ioanna Ketsopoulou (i.ketsopoulou@ukerc.ac.uk). 

Evaluation Procedure 

 
EoIs will be evaluated by the UKERC Research Committee, who will make recommendations 
as to which EoIs should proceed to a full proposal. We would expect no more than 3-4 full 
proposals to be invited for each topic. 
 
The main evaluation criteria will be: overall quality and fit with the research specification 
and UKERC’s Research Programme; appropriateness of the research methods and 
approaches proposed; and the track record and competence of the bidders to carry out the 
proposed research. 
 

https://www.ukri.org/funding/how-to-apply/eligibility/
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Those invited to submit full proposals will be briefed on detailed procedures when their EoIs 
are accepted. Proposals will be subject to full peer review. The final decision on which 
projects will be funded will be made by the UKERC Research Committee. 
  
 

Participation in UKERC 

 
Successful bidders will be considered full members of the UKERC consortium. It is not the 
intention that those funded should conduct their research in isolation from UKERC and 
simply deliver a final report. They will need to liaise throughout their award with UKERC HQ, 
and with other members of the consortium as appropriate. They will be assigned to one of 
UKERC’s research themes and will be expected to participate in theme meetings and other 
activities. 
 
While their project is operational, successful proposers will also be expected to attend the 
Annual Assembly which engages all UKERC participants and usually takes place over a 48 
hour period (Wednesday lunchtime – Friday lunchtime) each year. They would also be 
expected to attend a one-day UKERC General Meetings each year. Proposers should include 
funding provision for travel to meetings in their bids. 
 
Members of the UKERC consortium provide quarterly reports to HQ on activities and 
outputs. This reporting mechanism allows UKERC to report to its Funders and Advisory 
Boards and to make an annual submission to the Research Councils research outputs 
database (Researchfish). Successful bidders will be expected to report on this basis.  
 
In turn, successful bidders will be able identify themselves as members of UKERC. They will 
have access to internal newsletters, meetings and stakeholder networks. They can also 
expect support and advice from UKERC HQ. The UKERC communications and engagement 
team can help with the development of UKERC-branded research reports and dissemination 
to wider audiences. Media training can also be provided. 
 
 

Timeline 

 

• Call for Expressions of Interest closes: 28th January 2022, 4pm 

• Full proposals invited: 1st March 2022 

• Closing Date for Full Proposals: 8th April 2022 

• Successful Proposals Notified: May 2022 
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Contact Details 

 

For queries on the Call for Proposal please contact Ioanna Ketsopoulou 

(i.ketsopoulou@ukerc.ac.uk).  

 

 

 


